Dr. Eric Wayne Northway
March 22, 1970 - June 24, 2018

Dr. Eric Wayne Northway age 48, passed away June 24, 2018 at his home in Mitchellville.
A memorial funeral service will be held at 2:00 pm, Sunday, July 1, 2018 at the Runnells
Christian Church. A visitation will begin at 12:00 pm prior to services at the church.
Eric was born on March 22, 1970 in Des Moines, Iowa to John and Cheryl (Howard)
Northway.
Eric grew up in Runnells, Iowa and was a graduate of Southeast Polk in 1988. He
attended ISU in Ames and The Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi.
He received his Dr. at Durham University in Durham, UK. Eric was a Senior Lecturer in the
Philosophy and Religious Studies Dept. at ISU in Ames. He truly loved his students and
his job. He had a way of speaking at a level that everyone could understand and connect
to. This is one reason he was such a respected and loved teacher.
Eric loved the outdoors. He was an avid fisherman and enjoyed trapping. He had a great
respect for nature and all animals. He loved books. Anything he found interesting and
ready to try, he read about it first, and began to accomplish the task. (100%) He was a
caring, honest and humble man with a kind heart. He was always willing to help anyone at
any time. He loved his family and friends.
Eric is survived by his mother, Cheryl Northway of Runnells; brother,
Andrew(Amy)Northway; his nephews Hunter and Spencer Northway and niece Halle
Northway of Ankeny; Lee, Isadora, Melissa and Lillian Wolfer of Mitchellville; many special
aunts, uncles and cousins and a multitude of friend all over the U.S.
Eric was preceded in death by his father, John Northway and his grandparents
Leonard/Edith Northway and Raymond/Lois Howard.
We will hold near to our heart Eric’s short time on this earth with gratitude and many
wonderful memories.

Events
JUL
1

Memorial Visitation 12:00PM - 02:00PM
Runnells Christian Church
309 Brown Street, Runnells, IA, US, 50237

JUL
1

Memorial Funeral Service

02:00PM

Runnells Christian Church
309 Brown Street, Runnells, IA, US, 50237

Comments

“

I never met Eric but recently came upon a blog he created several years ago
"Northway Stringed Instruments" which detailed his building of an octave mandolin. I
recently started a similar project myself which is how I happened upon his blog.
Eric's attention to detail and ability to explain what he was doing have been a
tremendous help. In fact I was so inspired by his blog that I searched the web in
hopes of finding current contact info. What I found instead was news of his passing
along with these lovely tributes. I'm sorry I never had a chance to thank him, he was
obviously an amazing multi-talented person. I hope the blog will remain on the web
so others can continue to learn and be inspired by his work. My sincere condolences
to his family and friends.
Jack Roush
Chapel Hill, NC

Jack Roush - August 24, 2018 at 04:39 PM

“

Professor Northway, or Eric, as he so clearly let us know we could call him, was a
phenomenal professor. He didn't know it, but he helped me through some real shit
times mentally. I went into his class hoping for an easy A. What ended up happening
was me talking to him every single day after class, writing LITERALLY 10 times the
required amount for our journals, and just getting a better view on the world and life. I
was really excited to take RELIG 210 with him next semester, and when I found out
why, I was devastated. I considered dropping when I found out he wasn't teaching it,
but I know for sure that that is not what he would want, and it's not what I want.
Regardless of who's teaching, he left a passion to gain more religious perspective. I
know I'm just another one of his hundreds of students that have come and gone, but
I thought I should leave something here. He really left a mark on a friend and me,
and we plan on meeting up and just talking about it. It sounds weird, but... I don't feel
too bad. Eric seemed very at peace with the world, and no matter what, I know his
soul, if that even exists, is at peace. To my favorite professor.

Steven Sheets - August 14, 2018 at 09:05 PM

“

My husband Tony was a colleague of Eric's at ISU and most importantly a friend. We
feel so sad about this. An enormous loss indeed. We bonded with Eric over a love of
Celtic and Americana music and many more things because he was so curious and
smart and well-read. Eric didn't content himself with a superficial knowledge of
things--he became expert on them, like flyfishing or learning to play an instrument so
he could be in an Irish session band. What a good lesson for all of us.
All our sympathy to his family as he will surely be missed beyond measure. A
wonderful man.

Rebecca Burke and Tony Smith
Rebecca Burke - July 03, 2018 at 07:37 PM

“

Sweet Lee,
We are so sad to hear of your enormous loss. We send you love, light and strength
in this so very difficult time.
We love you from afar, and our hearts are with you.
Cousin Honey and Neil

Honey Carolyn Friedman - July 03, 2018 at 04:49 PM

“

Lee, I never met Eric but I am saddened to hear of your and the girls' loss. Hopefully
the wonderful memories you have will help sustain you during this difficult time.
Trudy and Tom Trombley

Trudy Trombley - July 01, 2018 at 12:08 PM

“

Still shocked at the news of losing one of our best friends. Lee is my best friend and
the best way I know to honor Eric is to let him know that we will always be there for
Lee and the girls. We love you all. The Kinions

Kari Kinion - July 01, 2018 at 11:26 AM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway.

June 30, 2018 at 05:59 PM

“

Delightful Dieffenbachia was purchased for the family of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway.

June 29, 2018 at 08:13 PM

“

I did not get to spend time with Eric often, but whenever I did it was like we were still
in highschool. We always laughed and had great conversations. He was one of those
people that made others feel special.

Matt Mills - June 29, 2018 at 04:44 PM

“

To Lee Wolfer, and the Northway family,
Although we never met Eric, his obituary told us what a remarkable person her was.
We hope that the very fond memories you all have, help sustain and nourish you
during this very difficult time. Love lives in your heart forever. Our deepest heartfelt
sympathies are with you.
Bev and Lowell Nerenberg

Bev Nerenberg - June 29, 2018 at 09:14 AM

“

Our deepest condolences to the families of Eric Northway. We had the honors of
being next door neighbors to the most humble, kind, cultured, hard working,
dedicated individual ever. We’ll miss seeing you working around the house and
Charlie will also miss barking at you! -Phic and Aimee Lovan

Aimee Lovan - June 29, 2018 at 08:40 AM

“

Sending prayers of comfort to friends and family. So sorry to hear of his passing.

Bobbie Short - June 29, 2018 at 05:19 AM

“

Love, Barb & Don, Kim & Tom, Kevin & Marnie purchased the Secret Garden Basket
for the family of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway.

Love, Barb & Don, Kim & Tom, Kevin & Marnie - June 28, 2018 at 06:11 PM

“

Sue Liston Todavich lit a candle in memory of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway

Sue Liston Todavich - June 28, 2018 at 04:54 PM

“

Cheryl, we are so saddened to hear the news about your son Eric. Bill & I know
exactly what you are going through. Loosing a child is a terrible thing. Sending our
prayers & hugs to you. May God Bless You & the family. Bill & Barb McGrean

Bill & Barb McGrean - June 28, 2018 at 04:50 PM

“

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dr. Eric Wayne
Northway.

June 28, 2018 at 03:47 PM

“

Eric Hocking purchased the Florist Choice Bouquet for the family of Dr. Eric Wayne
Northway.

Eric Hocking - June 28, 2018 at 02:28 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Eric. Cherish the memories and the wonderful times you had
with him.

Sue Green - June 28, 2018 at 12:56 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway.

June 28, 2018 at 12:11 PM

“

Eric and I worked together at Iowa State, where we both taught in the Department of
Philosophy and Religious Studies. He was a warm, friendly, and generous friend,
whom I will miss very much. --David Hunter

David Hunter - June 28, 2018 at 12:07 PM

“

Cheryl, my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family in this time of great
sorrow. Alice Bolen

Alice Bolen - June 28, 2018 at 11:44 AM

“

ISU Dept. of Philosophy & Relilgious Studies purchased the Serene Retreat for the
family of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway.

ISU Dept. of Philosophy & Relilgious Studies - June 28, 2018 at 10:27 AM

“

Juelie Taylor sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway

Juelie taylor - June 28, 2018 at 09:31 AM

“

Juelie Taylor lit a candle in memory of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway

Juelie taylor - June 28, 2018 at 09:30 AM

“

Please accept my deepest sympathies for your loss. I was a student of Eric's at Iowa
State, and I was lucky enough to become his friend after I graduated. I always knew
Eric to be compassionate and thoughtful, with a ready laugh and a zest for living. I
will miss our conversations, and the good of his company.

Caleb Keller - June 28, 2018 at 09:29 AM

“

Heidi Goodman lit a candle in memory of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway

Heidi Goodman - June 28, 2018 at 09:12 AM

“

Lynm lit a candle in memory of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway

Lynm - June 28, 2018 at 09:10 AM

“
“

My condolences and love to Lee and family at this very hard time.
Lynm - June 28, 2018 at 09:12 AM

I am so saddened to hear of Eric's passing. He was a student of mine from 1st to 6th
grades in art class. Still remember the painting he did in 6th grade of a guy panning for gold
in a mountain stream. He worked very diligently on it and it was a very good painting. My
condolences go out to his entire family. Love, Miss Wiley or now Mrs. Carolyn Stewart
carolyn stewart - June 30, 2018 at 09:30 AM

“

Judy Mateer lit a candle in memory of Dr. Eric Wayne Northway

judy mateer - June 28, 2018 at 04:04 AM

